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And missiles poured on targe and shield,
And wounded many 5 scarce they dared
To move, and very ill they fared.
Behold now how the gate is shattered
And burned by fire, and split, and battered
By the king's mighty siege machine!
A fierce attack ye might have seen,
And the defenders sorely pressed,
Discouraged, hemmed in, and distressed5                            9,260
For they are harried day and night
And much disheartened by their plight.
RICHARD  REFUSES  TO   GRANT TERMS
King Richard and his lords went on
Thus with their siege of Le Daron.
Nor day nor night did they relax
For three full days their bold attacks.
The fourth day, which on Friday fell/9                            May 22
The Turks of whom I speak saw well
That they no longer could withstand
The onslaughts which on every hand                                   9,270
Filled them with terror and dismay 3
That all throughout the fortress lay
Men stricken down with many a wound 5
That under and above the ground
They were beleaguered and enclosed,
The while the king was all disposed
To capture them with ease. This state
Made them no longer hesitate
To think of how they might survive.
They sent three Saracens to give                                         9,280
King Richard word they would surrender
If he would grant to each defender
The right to go forth, with his life
19 That is, Friday, May 22. This is the date given by the Itmeranum (p. 355) and
Roger of Hoveden (III, 180). Ibn al Athir (p. 60), Bella ed Din (p, 337), and Abu
Chamah (p. 54) say May 23.